SOME UNCOMMON FISHES FROM THE AEGEAN SEA 


by 
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Resume. 33 especes de poissons ont etc identifiees au cours des peches effeetuees pres des 
cotes nord et ouest de la mer Egce (Greee), Partni elles nous avons trouve. en grandes quantiles, 
des especes considerees jusqu'a present com me tres rares. Plus precisement, Bello 11 ia apoda est 
signale pour la 3eme fois en Mediterranee. Gbssanodon leioglossus, Lepidotrigid dieuzeidei. 
Lepidorhomhus whiffiagonis et Phrynorh&mbus regie ont etc trouvces pour la premiere fois 
dans la par tie orient ale de la Mediterranee, ei Chauliodus sloani ♦ Macrormnpkosus gracilis, 
Ophichthm rufus et Epigonus denticulate ont etc reneontrees pour la premiere fois dans ia 
mer Egee, 

Abstract. A total of 33 species of fishes have been identified from the N. and VV. coasts of 
the Aegean Sea (Greece). Many of them which have been so far considered as rare, have been 
found in large quantities. Bellottia apoda is found for the third time in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Glossanodon leioglossus, Lepidorngla dieuzeidei, Lepidorhomhus whiffiagonis and Phrynor 
hombus regtus are recorded for the first time in the E.Mediterranean. Chauliodus shani t Macro- 
ramphosus gracilis, Ophichthus rufus, Epigone denticulate, are recorded for the first time 
in the Aegean Sea. 


INTRODUCTION 

Relevant information on the ichthyofauna of Greece is based mainly on the 
works of Cuvier and Valenciennes (1821-1844), Heldreieh (1878), Jordan and Hof¬ 
fman (1892). Cams (1893), Steindachner (1891, 1896), Konsuloff and Drensky 
(1943), Belloc I 1948). In addition to the above, during the last years, Stephanides 
(1973-1974) and Econo midis and Bauchot (1976) have contributed to a great 
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extent in the recording of the Greek freshwater and marine iehtyofauna respecti¬ 
vely. Referring specifically to the bathypelagic iehtyofauna of the Greek seas, in¬ 
formation collected so far is limited and mainly comes from the oceanographic 
cruises of « THOR » (1908-1910) and « DANA » (1928-1930). Available literature 
indicates that Dodecanese can be considered the best studied area of Greece as far 
as its iehtyofauna is concerned and to this end contributed Gianferrari (1927, 
1929) and Tortonese {1947). 

The present study refers to the catch sampling untertaken by IOKAE since 
1975 in the framework of a general research project in the Aegean Sea concerning 
the biology of demersal fishes of commercial importance. During a two years pe¬ 
riod sampling, records were being kept for all species the occurrence of which 
either has not been confirmed or it has been considered rare. The purpose of this 
study is to contribute to the knowledge of the Greek ichthyofauna with recent 
field data. 


MATERIAL AND METHODS 

A 400 HP fishing trawler with a cod-mesh opening of 14 mm (knot to knot) 
was used for the sampling. The material used was collected from stations 1-13 (Ta¬ 
ble I, fig. 1). Fish were killed immediately after capture in 10 % formalin and 
eventually stored in 75° ethyl alcohol. All fishes were measured to the nearest mm, 
standard length. The material used for identification of the species has been pre¬ 
served at the Museum of IOKAE. 


LIST OF THE SPECIES 

Thirty three species, representing 31 genera and 24 families are listed here. 
In addition to the scientific name and some basic taxonomic data, some ecological 
information are also indicated briefly in the list. Under « material » the station 
number, the number of fishes either examined or just collected (both given in pa¬ 
renthesis) and the range of their standard length or individual lengths in mm are 
listed. 


1. Fam, SQUAL1DAE 

1. Squalus blainvfflei (Risso, 1826) 

Material examined : St, No 12, (2), 365, 475 mm. 

Few specimens were collected in the Aegean Sea. It is considered relatively 

rare. 


Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 
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2. Etmopterus spinax (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Material examined : St. No 6,(27), 112-317 mm. 

This is the most common bathy pelagic elasmobranch of Greece. It is recorded 
by Belloc (1948), Dreskin and Konsuloff (1943), Economidis and Bauchot(I976) 
in the Aegean Sea as rare. 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

2. Fam. STERNOPTYCHIDAE 

3. Argyropelecus hemigymnus Co cco, 1829 
Material examined : St. No 6, (35), 22-32 mm. 

D 7-8, A 10-11, P 9-10, V 6. 

It was found in the S. Aegean Sea by Jespersen (1915) and Jespersen and Ta- 
ning (1926), in the N. Aegean several specimens were caught in muddy bottom. In¬ 
dividuals with mature ovaries have been collected in winter. 

Distribution : Cosmopolitan. 

3. Fam. CHAULIODONTJDAE 

4. Chauliodus sloani Schneider, 1 801 
Material examined : St. No 6, (J), 156 mm. 

D6.A 11, P 12, V 7, 

This is the first record in the area under consideration. The occurrence of the 
species is mentioned by Ben Tuvia (1971) in the coasts of Israel and by Mouneim- 
ne (1976) in the coasts of Lebanon. 

Distribution : Cosmopolitan. 

4. Fam, STOM1AT1DAE 

5. Stomias boa boa (Risso, 1810) 

Material examined : St, No 6,(1), 126 mm, St, No 2, ( i) s 201 mm. 

D 17-18, A 18-19,P 6-7, V 5. 

Two specimens were fished in the Aegean, It is reported also by Economidis 
and Bauchot (1976) in this area and by Steindachner (189J) in S. Aegean. 
Distribution : Cosmopolitan. 


5 . Fam. ARGENTINIDAE 

6. Argentina sphyraena Linnaeus, 1758 

Material collected : St, No 1,(89), 110-178 mm. St. No 4,{185), 1 14-134 mm. 
St, No 10, (153), 61-15 l mm. St. No 12, (93), 75-132 mm.-Pagasitikos gulf, (75), 
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123-148 mm. 

D 10-12, A 11-14, P 14, V 12. 

Very common species in the Greek seas in depths over 90 m. It has been men¬ 
tioned by Belloc (1948) and Ontrias (1971) in the Aegean Sea, 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

7. Glassanodan ieioglossus {Valenciennes, 1848) 

Material examined : St. No 4, (2), 86. 5 t 106.5 mm. St. No 12, (15), 75- 
87 mm. 

D 12-14, A 11-12, P 21-22, V 14-15. 

The occurrence of the species is so far known in W. Mediterranean and in 
Ionian Sea. This is the first record in the Aegean Sea and E. Mediterranean. 
Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

6, Fam* CHLOROPHTHALMIDAE 

8. Chhrophthalmus agassizi Bonaparte, 1840. 

Material examined : St. No 6, (3), 101-126 mm. St, No 7, (I), 96 mm. St. 
No 13, (175), 93-122 mm. 

D 10-11, A 8-9, P 15-16, V 1-8. 

It is reported by Taning (1918) in Dodecanese and by Economidis and Bau- 
chot (1976) in N. Aegean Sea. The latter consider the species rare, but recent 
samplings have shown this to be common in the ha thy pelagic zone of N. Aegean, 
since it has been found in all stations with depths greater than 400 m. Mature ova¬ 
ries were observed during summer. 

Distribution : Cosmopolitan. 

7. Fam, MYCTGPHIDAE 

9. Myctophum punctatum Rafinesqu e, 1810 

Material examined ; St. No 6, (2), 40, 44,5 mm, St, No 7, {1), 45 mm. 

D 12-13, A 20-21, P 14, V 8. 

Few specimens were collected off the Magnesian peninsula. It is also recorded 
by Taning (1918) north of Andros island. 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

10. Hygoph um ben oiti (Co c co, 1838) 

Material examined : St. No 6, (2), 61.5, 64,5 mm. St. No 7, (11, 48 mm, 
St. No 11,(2), 64-66 mm, 

D 12-13, A 19-21, P 15, V 8. 

This is the second time the species is mentioned in the Aegean Sea after Ta¬ 
iling's (1818) report. 

Distribution : Mediterranean and Atlantic. 
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8. Fain* NETTAST0MAT1DAE 

11* Nettastoma melanumm Rafinesque, 1810 

Material examined : St. No 6, (3), 344405 mm. 

Recorded in Greek seas and in the N* Aegean in particular, by Economidis 
and Bauchot (1976). 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic, 

9* Fam, OPBICHTHIDAE 

12. Ophithm rufus (Rafinesque, 1810) 

Material examined ; St, No 9, (1), 268 mm. 

Belloc (1948) refers to the O. rufus as a common species of the Dodecanese 
ichthyofauna even though nobody else mentions its occurrence in the Greek seas* 
The finding of one specimen at a depth of 100 m, East of Salamis island (Perisferi 
cape) in Saronikos confirms the presence of the species in the Aegean Sea. Ben Tu- 
via(1971) checked it in the E* Mediterranean. 

Distribution : Mediterranean. 

13, Ophisurus serpens (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Material examined : St. No 9, (1), 138 cm. 

Rare. 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

10, Fam* MACRORAMPHOSIDAE 

14 , Maero ramp h osus scolopax (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Material examined : St* No 1, (5), 110-134 mm* St* No 7, (2), 65-68 mm. 
St. No 9, (11), 65-80 mm, St. No 10,(11), 65-77 mm. St. No 11,(8), 69-82 mm, 
Pagasitikos gulf, (18), 65-72 mm, 

D) V-VI, D2 L 1 M3, A 18-19, P 16-17, V 1,4, 

Even though until today this species has been considered rare (Tortonese 
1947, Belloc 1948), it has been confirmed that it is quite common in the Aegean 
Sea with a range of depths From 70420 m found mainly in muddy bottoms. 
Distribution : Cosmopolitan. 

15. Macroram ph osus gracilis (Lowe, 1839) 

Material examined ; St* No 1, (10), 53-60.5 mm, St. No 6,(1), 59 mm. St* 
No 12,(9), 54-64 mm. St* No 13, (3), 55-61 mm* 

D i V-Vl.D2l.il, A 17-19, P 16, V 14. 

This is the first record in the Aegean Sea* It was found at depths from 80- 
420 m in muddy-sand bottoms* Ben Tuvia (1971) and Mou neimne (1976) checked 
the species in the E. Mediterranean* 

Distribution : Cosmopolitan. 
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JLFam. MACROURJDAE 

16. Hymenocephalus italicus GigLioIL I884 

Material collected : St. No 2, (1800), 80-95 mm. Si. No 5, (80), 60-125 mm, 
St. No 6, (1500), 82-213 mm, St. No 7.(3000), 84-135 mm. St, No 11,(2500), 
89-111 mm. St, No 13, (2100), 80-126 mm, 

D | 1Q-11, A 130 (about), P 16. V 11 

Recorded in the Aegean Sea by Steindachner (1891) and Belloc (1948), and 
in the N. Aegean by Economidis and Bauchot ( 1976) as rare. It is the most com¬ 
mon representative of the family in the Aegean Sea. !t was caught at depths over 
400 m. Mature ovaries observed all year round. 

Distribution : Mediterranean. E, and W. Atlantic. 

17. Nezumia scierorhynchus ( Valenciennes, 1838) 

Material collected : St. No 6, (377), 88-213 mm, St. No 7, (67), 125-157 mm. 
St. No 10, (5), 125-172 mm. St. No II, (232), 90-211 mm. Si, No 13, (25), 
105-183 mm. 

D\ 10, A 120 (about), P 14-17. V 8, 

This species appears to be one of the most common representatives of the ba- 
thypelagic ichthyofauna of the Aegean Sea, but until today it was considered to 
be are. (Steindachner 1891. Economidis and Bauchot 1976). It is usually found 
al depihs around 40U rn and occasion aly in less deep waters up to 250 m. 
Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

18. Coeiorhynchus voelorhynchus (Risso. 1810) 

Material collected : St, No 2 t (105), 100-205 mm, St. No 6,(276), 151- 
210 mm. St. No 7, (800). 122-233 mm. St. No 10, (5), 92-103 mm. St. No 11. 
(223). 83-205 mm. St. No 13,(152), 120-210 mm, 

D| 9, A 86-89. P 15-17, V 7. 

It has been found in all sampled stations at depths greater than 300 m. Stein¬ 
dachner { 1891) and Economidis and Bauchot I 1976) report the species rare for the 
Aegean Sea. 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

12. Fam. MORI DAE 


19. Gadella maraldi (R isso, 1810) 

Material examined :St. No 10,(1)* 50 m, 

Di 9, D2 56, A 58, P 22, V 7. 

Belloc (1948) reports it in north of Evvoia island. This is the second record of 
the species in the Aegean Sea. 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E* Atlantic, 
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13. Fam. TRACHIPTERIDAE 

20. Trachipterus trachypterus Gmdin, 1789) 

Material examined : Saronikos gulf {Vouliagmeni beach), 11), 57 cm. 

D 161, P 10, V 5. 

Rare, 

Distribution : Cosmopolitan. 

14. Fam, TRACHICHTHYIDAE 

21. Hoplostethus mediterraneus Cuvier, 1829 

Material examined : St. No 2, (6), 31-71 mm. St. No 6, (61), 42-81 mm. 
St. No 7, (3), 54-59 mm. St. No 13, (75), 34-75 mm, 

D Vi.13-14, A 111.10, P 15, V 1*6. 

Though Economidis and Bauchot (1976) consider the species rare in the 
Aegean Sea, it has been found to be common in all stations deeper than 300 m. 
Distribution :Cosmopolitan. 

15 . Fam. APOGONIDAE 

22. Epigonm denticuiatus Dieuzeide, 1950 
Material examined : St. No 6. (3), 90-99 mm, 

D\ VII, D2 1.9, A 11.9, P 16-19, V 1.5 

Few specimens were collected off the Magnesian peninsula. This is the first 
record in the Greek seas, Mouneimne ( 1976) reports the species in the E. Mediter¬ 
ranean near the coasts of Lebanon. 

Distribution : Mediterranean. 

16. Fam, LABR!DAE 

23. Acantholabrus palloni (Risso, 1810) 

Material examined : Saronikos gulf, (1), 69 mm. 

D XX. 8, A V.7, P 14, V 1.5. 

Tortonese (1975) considers this .species very rare. In Greece it is reported by 
Belloc (1948) and Economidis and Bauchot (1976). The specimen examined was 
fished at a depth of 150 m. 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

17. Fam, CALLIONYMIDAE 

24. Culiionymm lyra Linnaeus, 1758 

Material examined : St. No 4, (25), 72-235 mm. St, No 8, {12), 155-310 mm. 
Pagasitikos gulf, (22), 43-332 mm. 
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Dj IV, D 2 9,A9,P 19-20, V 1.5 

Recorded by Belloc (1948), Common in the Greek seas, fished in large num¬ 
bers particularly at the NW bight of the Aegean Sea. 

Distribution : Mediterranean. 

25. CaUionymus maculatus Rafinesque, 1810 

Material examined i St. No I, (5), 58-73 mm. St. No 4,(85), 54-93 mm. St. 
No 9, {14), 52-82 mm. Pagaskikos gulf, (9), 53-94 mm. 

D j IV, D2 9-10, A 8-9, P 17, V 1.5. 

Belloc’s (1948) description of the species based on specimens measured 34- 
45 cm in length should be considered with reservation because the range of lengths 
of C. maculatus is much below that given by the author. Evidently the species was 
confused with C lyra which usually attains the prementioned length range. Even 
though Page (1918), Economidis and Bauchot (1976) consider the species rare 
in Aegean Sea, we have collected a large number of specimens mainly in Thermai- 
kos gulf at depths from 30 to 70 m. 

Distribution : Mediterranean. 

18. Fam. BROTULIDAE 

26. Bellottia apoda Giglioli, 1833 

Material examined ; St. No 1 1,(10), 42.5 - 59 mm. 

D 84-88, A 61-70, P 21-22. 

Few specimens were obtained from a trawler haul at a depth of 420 m (Papa- 
constantinou et al. , 1977), This is the third record in the Mediterranean. 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic (Maul, 1976), 

19. Fam. CAR API DAE 

27. Echiodon demat us (Cuvier, 1829) 

Material examined : St. No 3, (l), 212 mm. 

Ontrias (1971) mentions the species occurring in the Aegean Sea by exami¬ 
ning one specimen in the Munich museum. This is the second report in the E. Me¬ 
diterranean. 

Distribution : Mediterranean. 

2U . Fam. CENTROLOPH1DAE 

28. Centrolophus rtiger (Gmelrn, 1789) 

Material examined :St,No 11, (64), 390-610 mm. 

D 38-40. A 25-30, P 111.20-21, V 1.5 

This capture in the Saronikos gulf confirms the first report by Belloc (1948) 
in the Greek seas and by Economidis and Bauchot (1976) in the N. Aegean, Large 
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specimens are usually sold unskinned during winter and spring in the Fish-market 
of Kavala in Northern Greece. 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

2J * Fam. TRIGLIDAE 

29. Lepidotrigla dieuzeidei Audoin, in Hureau et Monad, 1973 

Material examined : St. No 1, (2), 87, 92 mm. St. No 4, (8), 91-101 mm* 
St. No 12, (23), 78-108 mm. 

D] VIIWX, D2 14 16, A 15-16, P Ml, 10-11, VI. 5. 

This species was first described from some specimens collected near the Alge¬ 
rian coasts. Since then, it has been recorded in W. Mediterranean, Tarado bay 
(Galloti, 1973) and Ionian Sea (Kaspiris, 1973). This is the first record in the E* 
Mediterranean. All specimens have been collected along with individuals of L. 
cavillone evidently inhabiting the same biotope. 

Distribution : Mediterranean, 

22. Fam. SCOPHTH ALMID AE 

30. Lepidorhombus whifftagoms (Walbaum, 1792) 

Material examined : St. No 11, (2), 174-243 mm 
D 85-86, A 66-68, P 9-14, V 6. 

Reported by Belloc (1948) for the Greek seas but no mention is made about 
location of capture. This record confirms the occurrence of the species in the Ae¬ 
gean Sea and E. Mediterranean* 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

31. Phry norhombus regius (Bonnaterre, 1788) 

Material examined : St. No 3* (3), 80-90 mm. Thracian Sea, (8), 95-106 mm. 

D 76-81, A 64-66, P 10, V 6. 

This is the first record in the Aegean Sea. Seabeds at depths of 20-120 m co¬ 
vered with shingle, algae ans sponges are the usual habitat of the species. Sexual 
dimorphism has been observed as far as the height and the size of the 1st ray of the 
dorsal and pectoral fins are concerned both being bigger in the female than in the 
male. 

Distribution ; Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

23. Fam. BOTHIDAE 

3 2 * Arnoglossus rueppelli (Co c c o, 1844) 

Material examined : St* No 4, (4), 88-103 mm* 

D 105-111, A 86-92, P 9-13. V 6. 
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The first record of the species was made by Ontrias (1971) on some speci¬ 
mens caught near Naxos island conserved in the Munich museum. Few specimens 
collected in Thermaikos gulf confirm the occurrence of the species in the Greek 
seas. 

Distribution : Mediterranean and E. Atlantic. 

24. Farm CYNOCLOSSIDAE 

33. Symphums nigrescens Rafinesque, 1810 

Material collected. St. No 1, (175), 98-112 mm. St, No 4, (282), 92*110 mm. 
St. No 7, (23), 83-104 mm. St. No 9, (159), 96-115 mm. St. No 11,(83), 92- 
111 mm. St. No 11, (7), 85-97 mm 
D 83-87, A 70-74, V 4. 

Economidis and Bauchot (1976) mention the species in N. Aegean, near Tha- 
sos island ; they consider it rare, however, we found it to be very common in all 
stations and at ail depths, from shallow to 420 m. 

Distribution ; Mediterranean and E. Atlantic, 


TABLE 1. 

List of the collection stations 


No of 
stations 

Geographical locations 

Depths 
in m. 

Type of bottom 

1 

Strymonikos gulf 

110 

muddy 

2 

Strymonikos gulf 

350 

muddy 

3 

Thermaikos gulf 

40 

algae-muddy 

4 

Thermaikos gujf 

90 

muddy 

5 

Peninsula of Kassandra 

370 

muddy 

6 

Coasts of Magnesian peninsula 

450 

muddy 

7 

N,E. coasts of Ewoia island 
(cape Artemision) 

400 

muddy 

S 

Cana! of the N. Ewoikosgulf 

70 

sh i ng\ e-spo nge s-a Ig ae 

9 

Saronikos gull' 

95 

muddy 

10 

Saronikos gulf 

250 

muddy 

11 

Bay of Epidavros 

400 

muddy 

12 

Saronikos gulf 

135 

muddy-sand 

13 

Coasts of Hydra island 

410 

muddy-sand 
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Fig, 1. The sampling area and the collection stations. 
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